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LEGAL 
AUTHORITIES

ÅTEXAS LOCAL GOVERNMENT CODE-CHAPTER 
214. MUNICIPAL REGULATION OF HOUSING 
AND OTHER STRUCTURES SUBCHAPTER A. 
DANGEROUS STRUCTURES

ÅCOH Administrative Procedure No.7-7-
DEMOLITION OF PRIVATELY OWNED BUILDINGS 
(DAP Panel)

ÅCity of Houston Municipal Code Sec. 10-341. -
10.344 Building and standards commission 

ÅCity of Houston Municipal Code Sec. 10-371.-
Dangerous buildings defined; existence unlawful.

ÅCity of Houston Municipal Code Sec. 10-372. -
Dangerous buildings declared nuisances.
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Administrative Hearings

ÅAdministrative Hearing 
Officer

ÅBuildings and 
Standards Commission

ÅDemolition Assessment Panel
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Building and 
Standards 
Commission
City of Houston Municipal Code Sec. 10-341. -10.344 Building and 
standards commission 

ÅPurpose: To conduct administrative 
hearings on dangerous building 
violations and administer legal 
orders to correct violations.

ÅTwo of five regular members 
appointed by the mayor and 
confirmed by the city council.

ÅEight alternate members 

ÅTwo- year term
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Administrative hearing officer
City of Houston Municipal Code Sec. 10-332 

Purpose:To conduct administrative hearings on 
dangerous building violations and administer legal 
orders to correct violations. 

Appointed by city attorney.

Review extension requests for administrative 
orders.

Conductsemergency hearings under City of 
Houston Municipal Code Sec. 10-391. ς10-392.
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Demolition Assessment Panel ("DAP" )

COH Administrative Procedure No.7-7

ÅPurpose: Created in 2011 to 
review expired administrative 
orders to determine whether a 
partial or full demolition of the 
building, or securing is required to 
remove a serious threat to human 
health or safety for demolition. 
Process enables the City to 
demolish public nuisance 
buildings under appropriate 
circumstances without creating 
undue legal exposure.

ÅPanel is composed of the 
neighborhood protection official 
or his or her designee; the chief of 
police or his or her designee; and 
three attorneys appointed by the 
city attorney.
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City of Houston Municipal Code Sec. 10-371. - Dangerous buildings defined; 
existence unlawful.

(a)For the purposes of this article, the following are dangerous buildings, regardless of date 
of construction:

(1) A building with walls or other vertical structural members that list, lean, or buckle in 
excess of ¼ inch of horizontal measurement for each foot of vertical measurement;

(2) A building with 33 percent or more damage or deterioration of its supporting 
members, or 50 percent or more damage or deterioration of its non-supporting 
members or outside walls or coverings;

(3) A building with a floor or a roof of insufficient strength to be reasonably safe for the 
purpose used;

(4) A building with a part not properly attached so that the part may fall on or otherwise 
injure occupants of the building or members of the public;
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City of Houston Municipal Code Sec. 10-371. - Dangerous buildings defined; 
existence unlawful.

(5) A building with light or air or sanitation facilities inadequate to protect the    health and 
safety of the building's occupants;

(6) A building with unsafe electrical wiring;

(7) A building with unsafe natural gas piping or equipment;

(8) A vacant building, regardless of its structural condition, that has been unsecured for 
more than seven days (which days need not be consecutive) in any 30-day period;

(9) Even if secured from unauthorized entry, two or more vacant buildings under common 
ownership situated near one another in a manner as to allow criminal acts to be shielded 
from public view;
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City of Houston Municipal Code Sec. 10-371. - Dangerous buildings defined; 
existence unlawful.

(10) An overcrowded dwelling unit or congregate living facility;

(11 )A pool or other aquatic structure not enclosed as required by chapter 43 of this Code; 
and

(12) A property with a condition causing a building to be unfit for human occupancy or 
causing a danger to the public health, safety, or welfare.

(b)It is unlawful for a person knowingly to allow a property under the person's 
ownership or control to constitute a dangerous building.

(c)It is unlawful for a person to occupy, or to let to another person for occupancy, 
property that has been ordered vacated pursuant to this article.
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Sec. 
10-371(a)(1)

ÅA building with walls or other 
vertical structural members that 
list, lean, or buckle in excess of ¼ 
inch of horizontal measurement 
for each foot of vertical 
measurement;
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